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I. Overview 
Downtown Bartlett is served by a multi-modal transportation system with access by commuter rail, car, 
biking, and walking.  Traveling to and within Downtown Bartlett by all modes should be safe, 
convenient, and welcoming, with clearly marked connections and signage. While the Milwaukee District 
West Line provides exceptional commuter rail access to and from Downtown Bartlett, there are also 
challenges regarding overall access and circulation to the station. 
 
This document presents proposed concepts to improve vehicular, transit, and pedestrian circulation in 
the Downtown TOD study area, focused on three areas: 

1. Core Plan Elements 
2. Location-Specific Recommendations 
3. Downtown Bicycle Network 

 
The Core Plan Elements outlined below provide comprehensive recommendations for improvements to 
ensure coordinated and safe accessibility for users of all modes.  These core elements are applicable to 
all areas of the Downtown.  Additionally, proposed improvement concepts for specific locations in the 
Downtown provide more detailed information for key locations. The Downtown Bicycle Plan section 
outlines improvements for accommodating bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 

II. Core Plan Elements 
Downtown Bartlett, with consistently provided sidewalks and recent streetscape improvements, has 
potential to be a highly walkable and vibrant community destination. However, except for Metra 
commuters, there is very little pedestrian activity in Downtown today. Inviting streets with 
neighborhood serving retail that conveniently and efficiently accommodates pedestrians would help to 
promote the Downtown as desirable place to live and visit.  
 
A program of overarching transportation components, applicable to all areas of Downtown, is identified 
below based on the ability to accommodate all modes of transportation. These Core Plan Elements 
address recommendations for intersections, sidewalks, crosswalks, parking areas, bike facilities, lighting, 
and streetscape elements. 
 
1. Adopt a complete streets policy 

to guide future improvements  
A Complete Street is defined as a 
street that is planned, designed, and 
operated for all modes of transportation and all users, regardless of age or ability (National Complete 
Streets Coalition). The significance of a complete streets policy is to show the Village’s commitment to 
establish, design, and implement transportation improvements, addressing and balancing the needs of 
all users of the transportation system. By adding pedestrian and bicycle enhancements, the Downtown 
can be transformed into an area that is even more safe and attractive for all users. With a complete 
streets policy, Village staff will be better enabled to plan, design, and implement transportation 
improvements that are appropriate for all users, regardless of mode of travel.  Illinois communities such 
as Lombard, Schaumburg, Algonquin, Bolingbrook, and Des Plaines as well as Cook and DuPage Counties 
have adopted complete streets policies. 
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The development of Complete Streets policy is an interactive process that involves residents, elected 
officials, community staff, agencies, and organizations such as schools, bicyclists, senior/older adult 
community, disability agencies, and youth organizations. Involving everyone helps foster a broader 
understanding of what complete streets are and how a Complete Streets policy can impact how 
transportation decisions are made.  

Complete Street policies can be formally adopted in a variety of ways, including ordinances, resolutions, 
agency policies, plans, and design guides. There is no specific policy or guidance that fits all, but should 
be unique to each community and should take into account existing policies, practices, and local politics. 
Many communities may begin with a simple resolution that evolves into a more complex policy.  

As part of Smart Growth America, the National Complete Streets Coalition provides guidance and 
resources for communities to develop a Complete Streets policy.  The Coalition has established ten key 
elements that are part of a comprehensive Complete Streets policy and. These ten elements are used to 
establish a vision, provide clear direction and intent, address the community’s needs, and identify an 
effective approach for developing Complete Streets process and outcome. 

 

www.completestreets.org/policy/workbook 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.completestreets.org/policy/workbook
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2. Improve Pedestrian Safety 
A key element in any plan to attract more pedestrians is to improve 
safety.  Streets, sidewalks, and crosswalks should all be designed to 
minimize conflicts with vehicular traffic and to provide a safe  
environment for all pedestrians, including people with disabilities, seniors, 
and youth. A continuous and well-connected network of sidewalks and 
walkways should be designed to provide connections to allow pedestrians 
to reach their destinations via the most direct route.  Pedestrian safety, 
accessibility, mobility, and comfort are enhanced by design tools such as: 
 

• Slower traffic speeds 
• Fewer and/or narrower traffic lanes 
• Shorter street crossings 
• Clear visibility between pedestrians and vehicles at intersections 
• Buffering from traffic provided by wider sidewalks, curbside bike lanes and on-street parking 
• Tighter corner radii at intersections 
• Signage alerting motorists of pedestrian activity 
• Change paving material at intersections to increase awareness of 

pedestrian zones 
 
The pedestrian system should also be designed and maintained to 
promote walking and include elements that create a comfortable public 
realm, including amenities such as trees, pedestrian-scaled street 
lighting, buffers from traffic, places to sit, and other streetscape 
elements. All intersections and pedestrian crossings should be enhanced 
with high visibility paint, appropriate signage, and countdown signals at signalized intersections. 
 
3. Expand bike parking throughout Downtown  
Available bicycle parking is a critical component of a bicycle network. Bicyclists, like motorists, should be 
able to securely park near shopping and commercial areas, schools, parks, and other popular 
destinations. Consideration should be given to providing covered bicycle parking.  Additionally, bike 
parking should be incorporated into the development process. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of covered and on-street bike parking 
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4. Establish 25mph posted speed limits on all roadways in the downtown area 
Key Downtown roadways including Oak Avenue, Main Street, and Bartlett Road all have speed limits of 
30mph (see map). The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) produced a Cone of 
Vision Simulation, showing how much small increases in speed can decrease what a driver sees. This is 
an important consideration for Downtown Bartlett with the high volume of Downtown commuters.  
Further, a consistent 25mph posted speed limit functions as a gateway, introducing arrival into the 
Downtown zone, reinforcing the multi-modal environment.  

 
 Study Area Speed Limits 
 
 
5. Improved Design of Street Crossings 
Pedestrian crossings that are safe, accessible, and convenient have design elements that address: 

• Minimize conflicts with vehicles 
• Provide a direct walking route 
• Appropriate signage and signals 
• Highly visible, marked crosswalks 
• Good visibility between drivers and pedestrians 

 
Pedestrian improvements addressing the design elements listed above that would be appropriate in the 
downtown area include curb extensions, or bump-outs, raised crosswalks, and mid-block crossings.  
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NACTO “Cone of Vision Simulation” 
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Curb Extensions, or “bump-outs”, provide an 
extension of the pedestrian zone. These are 
commonly used at intersections, but may also be 
used at mid-block locations. The benefit of curb 
extensions include improving sight lines between 
vehicles and pedestrians and reducing the distance 
needed for pedestrians to cross the road,  thereby 
reducing exposure to potential vehicle conflicts. 
Additionally, curb extensions can reduce the speed 
of turning vehicles by decreasing turning radii and 
visually narrowing the roadway.  
 
Mid-block crossings help improve pedestrian safety and mobility by providing a clearly defined crossing 
between the typical crosswalks at intersections. Locations for mid-block crossings are commonly 
downtown commercial areas where pedestrian traffic is heaviest. 
 
Raised Intersections elevate the crosswalk, making the 
pedestrians more visible to motorists.  These can be placed 
at intersections or at mid-block crossing locations. 
 

 

Examples of raised crosswalks and intersections 
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III. Location-Specific Recommendations  
Within the context of Core Plan Elements, there are location-specific improvements that address distinct 
issues or opportunities in Downtown. Specific improvements for individual blocks are described in the 
text and graphics below. 
 

A. Bartlett Avenue:  Western Avenue to Oak Avenue 
Bartlett Avenue serves many critical functions in Downtown Bartlett:  connecting the east and west 
areas of Downtown north of the railroad, providing access to Downtown businesses, providing access to 
public and commuter parking, and linking residential areas to Downtown. Bartlett Avenue between 
Western Avenue and Oak Avenue, however, lacks an appealing, inviting, or safe pedestrian zone due to 
complex vehicular circulation patterns and excessive curb cuts.  An opportunity to balance the needs of 
east-west travel, access to parking, and improving the pedestrian zone is to transform these two blocks 
into a “Flexible Street.”  A Flexible Street is a relatively newer concept for street design that is applicable 
to short segments of streets that provide 
linkages, but are not essential for primary 
vehicle connections. 
 
A Flexible Street is different from the more 
commonly referenced concept of a Shared 
Street, where the separation between the 
travel lanes and pedestrian zone is blurred 
allowing pedestrian activity to flow into street, 
giving pedestrians, bikes, and vehicles access 
to the same right-of-way.  Flexible Streets 
function in more traditional way where the 
pedestrian zone remains separate from the 
roadway.  The street is designed so that it can 
become flexible with the ability to be closed to 
vehicular traffic to allow for community events 
or an expansion of the pedestrian zones.  
         Examples of Flexible Streets   
The design of a Flexible Street could include:  

• A pedestrian zone that remains separate from the 
roadway 

• Blending of travel lanes and on-street parking  
• Slower speed limits of 15-20 mph 
• Pedestrian enhancements and streetscape 

elements, such as 
o Pedestrian street lights 
o Removable bollards 
o Special paving treatments or permeable paving 
o Street treatments such as curbs flush with 

roadway, landscaping, and street furniture 
o Plantings in the on-street parking areas to break up the parking lanes 
o Parklets 
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A local example of a Flexible Street is Marion Street in Oak Park.  The City of Chicago is also currently 
designing Flexible Streets in the West Loop neighborhood.  There are several other examples in 
California, New Jersey, and Ontario, Canada.  Creation of a Flexible Street can be implemented and 
adjusted overtime, as Downtown conditions or needs change. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Shared Street Example:  Marion Street, Oak Park, IL 
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A.1 BARTLETT AVE: Western Avenue – Hickory Avenue 
This section of Bartlett Avenue would benefit from strategies to improve the character of the street, 
enhance the pedestrian environment, and create a suitable street space for future Downtown events 
and activities, such as: 

• Relocating driveway access from commuter parking lot from Bartlett Avenue to Oneida Avenue 
• Adding curb extensions (bump-outs) at each end of the block. 
• Improving delineation of travel lanes and commuter parking. 
• Increasing sidewalk width on north side of street. 
• Improving marking/signage for the mid-block crossing. 
• Adding angled parking on west side of Hickory Avenue. 
• Adding bike parking. 
• In the long-term, should the split platform operation change to adjacent platforms east of Oak 

Ave., opportunity would exist to convert head-in parking to angle parking with expanded 
sidewalks and/or the addition of bike lanes. 

 

 
 
Bartlett Ave., Western Ave. to Hickory Ave 
ROW changes (including sidewalk within railroad ROW): 

 SIDEWALK ANGLE 
PGK 

TRAVEL 
LANES 

HEAD-IN 
PGK 

SIDEWALK TOTAL 
ROW 

EXISTING 6’ 20’ 31’ 18’ 5’ 80’ 
PROPOSED 12’ 18’ 27’ 18’ 5’ 80’ 
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Bartlett Ave., Western Ave. to Hickory Ave. 

 

Proposed strategies (reference map): 
1. Add curb extensions and gateway feature 
2. Remove curb cuts and add angled parking 
3. Consolidate curb cuts for private parking area 
4. Allow informal pick-up for Metra commuters 
5. Create mid-block crossing to connect to the Metra platform 
6. Provide new curb cuts for the commuter parking along Oneida Street, to prepare the site for 

development along the Bartlett Avenue frontage 
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A.2 BARTLETT AVE:  Hickory Avenue – Oak Avenue 
This portion of Bartlett Avenue has a particularly wide cross-section, and therefore facilitates fast 
moving traffic that creates a dangerous environment for pedestrians especially after dark. Many 
commuters walk in the street to travel to and from their cars from the Metra platform. Overall, brighter 
lighting, high visibility crossing markings, and improve sidewalk connections are needed to increase 
pedestrian safety. This section would benefit from strategies to improve the character of the street and 
enhance the pedestrian environment, such as: 
 

• Consolidate private parking access from two driveways to one driveway (would require changing 
parking orientation to head-in). 

• Extend angled parking on north side. 
• Add curb extensions (bump-outs) at each end of the block. 
• Increase sidewalk width on north side of street. 
• Add bike parking, both on-street and covered. 
• Should the split platform operation change to adjacent platforms east of oak Ave., convert head-

in parking to angle parking with expanded sidewalks. 
 
 
Bartlett Ave., Hickory Ave. to Oak Ave. 
ROW changes (including sidewalk within railroad ROW): 

 PARKWAY SIDEWALK ON-STREET 
PARKING 

TRAVEL  
LANES 

HEAD-IN 
PARKING 

SIDEWALK TOTAL 
ROW 

EXISTING 10’ 6’ 10’ 26’ 19’ 5’ 76’ 
PROPOSED 0’ 12’ 18’ 23’ 18’ 5’ 76’ 
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 Bartlett Ave., Hickory Ave. to Oak Ave. 

 
Proposed strategies (reference map): 

1. Add curb extension, high visibility crossing striping, and special paving 
2. Reorient parking spaces to create more efficient layout 
3. Consolidate and reduce curb cuts 
4. Convert parallel parking to angled parking 
5. Consider creating a more efficient shared parking layout with the bank and other uses on the 

block 
6. Expand bike parking in the Metra platform area  
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B. Bartlett Avenue:  Oak Avenue – Eastern Avenue 
Bartlett Avenue between Oak and Eastern Avenues contains a concentrated mix of reused historic 
buildings housing restaurants, offices, and other businesses. Strategic improvements that build off the 
character of the street can reinforce it’s identify as the center of Downtown should be pursued, such as: 
 

• Convert to 2-way operation to improve access and circulation for Downtown businesses. 
• Oak Avenue/Bartlett Road intersection improvements:  bump-outs, high visibility marking. 
• Relocate private parking lot driveway to Eastern Avenue. 
• Add bike parking. 
• Add mid-block crossing. Any accessible spaces lost should be replaced on the same side of 

the street. 
• Extend sidewalk on the south side of E. Bartlett Avenue to Berteau Ave. for better access to 

street commuter parking. 
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Bartlett Ave., Oak Ave. to Eastern Ave. 
ROW changes (including sidewalk within railroad ROW): 

 SIDEWALK ANGLE 
 PGK 

TRAVEL 
LANES 

HEAD-IN 
PGK 

SIDEWALK TOTAL 
ROW 

EXISTING 10’ 19’ 20’ 19’ 10’ 78’ 
PROPOSED 10’ 18’ 22’ 18’ 10’ 78’ 

 
 
 
 

 
Bartlett Ave., Oak Ave. to Eastern Ave. 
 
 
Proposed strategies (reference map): 

1. Add a mid-block crossing to facilitate access to the Metra platform 
2. Convert to two-way operation to improve access and circulation for Downtown businesses 
3. Reorient angled parking to accommodate two-way traffic 
4. Improve Oak Avenue intersection to include bump outs and high visibility intersection markings 
5. Relocate large curb cut to Eastern Avenue  
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C. Oak Avenue crossing at Milwaukee District West Railroad 
This intersection has been addressed as part of the Bartlett Avenue improvement strategies.  A 
recent downtown traffic study was completed that addressed this intersection, which did not 
recommend any operational changes.  As a key crossing location for commuters and pedestrians, 
this location would benefit from strategies to enhance the pedestrian environment, such as brighter 
lighting and high visibility crossing markings. 

 

Oak Avenue at Milwaukee District Railroad Crossing 
 

Recommended strategies: 
• Add high visibility crosswalks at all approaches (Similar crossings in Stone Park and LaGrange) 
• Textured intersection at Oak Avenue/Bartlett Road to highlight pedestrian activity 
• Appropriate signage regarding presence of pedestrians as well as the railroad crossing 
• Expanded curbs to “tighten up” intersection and reduce pedestrian crossing widths 
• Pedestrian-scaled lighting 
• Streetscape elements 
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D. Railroad Avenue/Main Street Intersection 
The primary Downtown intersections of Main Street with Railroad Avenue and with East Bartlett Avenue 
are signalized. A left-turn lane is provided for southbound traffic at East Bartlett Avenue. A recent 
downtown traffic study was completed that addressed this intersection.  The study concluded that no 
changes were recommended to the traffic signal operations at this time.  Any changes will require ICC 
approval and would likely require incorporating additional transition intervals resulting in increased 
vehicular delay.  A recommendation from the study was to implement time of day signal timing plans to 
reduce vehicle delay during off-peak hours. 
 

 
Railroad Ave. at Main Street 
 
 
Recommended strategies: 

• Reduce the overall size of the intersection by extending curbs and narrowing turn lanes, as 
possible to maintain truck/bus turning maneuvers 

• Increase the size of the “pork chop” median refuge 
• Designate pedestrian crossing with high visibility paint and additional signage 
• Add pedestrian safety elements such as bollards or plantings 
• Provide more direct sidewalk to the Town Center 
• Add sidewalk directly adjacent to Main Street 
• Add additional bike parking, including covered parking, at the Metra station 
• Potential to add covered bike parking at Town Center 
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E. Main Street 
Main Street is a north-south roadway providing one travel lane in each direction and a continuous two-
way left turn lane. The posted speed limit on Main Street is 30 mph. The intersection of Main Street at 
Railroad Avenue is signalized. A left-turn lane is provided for northbound traffic at Railroad Avenue, 
including a lane designation sign indicating which lane drivers should utilize to travel north on Oak 
Avenue or west on West Bartlett Road.   
 
South Main Street is an important Downtown corridor, but currently lacks adequate pedestrian and 
bicycle safety infrastructure to encourage a connection between the east and west sides. Between 
Devon Avenue and Railroad Avenue, there are no formal pedestrian crossings, but many were observed 
crossing into traffic in this area. The following improvements are recommended to transform Main 
Street into a complete street: 
 

• Reduce speed limit to 25 mph. 
• Add mid-block crossing between Village Hall and Town Center (narrow Town Center driveway). 
• Add mid-block crossing at south of Hillcrest. 
• Reduce driveway widths/eliminate driveways as possible/consider cross-access. 
• Add on-street bike lanes by eliminating center turn lane and add 6’ bike lanes on each side. 
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Main Street 
ROW changes (including sidewalk within railroad ROW): 

 SIDEWALK PARKWAY BIKE 
LANE  
(W/ 
BUFFER) 

TRAVEL 
LANES 

CENTER 
TURN 
LANE 

BIKE 
LANE  
(W/ 
BUFFER) 

PARKWAY SIDEWALK TOTAL 
ROW 

EXISTING 6’ 5’ 0 24’ 12’ 0 5’ 6’ 60’ 
PROPOSED 6’ 5’ 6’ 24’ 0’ 6’ 5’ 6’ 60’ 

 
 

Main Street Alternatives 
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F. Western Avenue 
Western Ave. is a north-south roadway on the west end of the Downtown, providing access to the 
Downtown and commuter parking, and provides a valuable circulation function to and around the 
Downtown area. The intersection of Western Avenue at West Bartlett Road/Railroad Avenue is Two-
Way STOP sign controlled, with north- and southbound Western Avenue under STOP control.  
Strategies to improve safety and expand the pedestrian and bicycle network include: 
 
• Add high visibility crosswalks at intersections north and south of the railroad. 
• Extend curbs. 
• Improve/widen sidewalk on west side of Western Avenue – this could potentially be a shared 

pedestrian/bike path to connect to the Bartlett Trail. 
• Add stop sign to southbound Western Avenue This will improve traffic queues on westbound 

Bartlett Avenue. 
• Add pedestrian-scaled lighting. 
• Add gateway feature. 
• Improved signage for pedestrian crossings. 
• Conduct traffic signal warrant study to determine need for traffic control at W. Bartlett Avenue. 
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IV. Downtown Area Bicycle Network 
Bicycle access to and within the downtown area is a key component to overall access and circulation. 
The Village of Bartlett has a good foundation for walking and biking, with a nearly continuous sidewalk 
network, on- and off-street bike facilities, and a walkable Downtown area. Local streets and crossings 
that are safe and inviting to bicycles and pedestrians can encourage residents, commuters, and visitors 
to drive less, benefitting the entire community.   
 
The Village of Bartlett is centrally located to many local and regional bicycle facilities: 

• Salt Creek Greenway Trail and James Pate Phillip State Park 
• Great Western Trail 
• Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve 
• Municipal bicycle networks:  Streamwood, Hanover Park, Carol Stream 
 

This location provides an opportunity to connect Downtown Bartlett and Metra commuter rail service 
with the nearby networks of parks, forest preserve, recreational facilities, and other destinations such as 
schools, shopping, and public uses such as the Village Hall, libraries, and museums.  The Village recently 
updated the community-wide bike path map, as shown below.  An existing bike route is designated 
along Railroad Avenue east to Main Street, and then travels south on Main Street /S. Bartlett Road.  
Future bike connections are proposed to connect to the Illinois Prairie Path located west of the Village. 
The proposed Downtown area bicycle network builds on the existing network 
 

A. Bikeway Facilities 
Determining the suitability of a roadway as a bicycle facility and determine the “bicycle friendliness” of a 
roadway for the casual bike rider is an important decision.  One the most commonly used tools to 
determine roadway suitability is the Bicycle Level of Service (BLOS) measure.  Determining comfort using 
the BLOS is based on roadway physical and operating variables such as roadway width, traffic volume, 
travel speeds, truck traffic, pavement condition, and on-street parking. These characteristics were 
considered in the identification of a bicycle network for Downtown Bartlett. 
 
The Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, prepared by the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), and the Urban Bikeway Design Guide, prepared by the 
National Associate of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) are the predominant reference guides for 
the design of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  The design of bicycle facilities must take into 
consideration the physical space available and the type of bicycle rider.  Typically, bicycle facilities are 
designed for a basic bicycle user, who might be less confident riding anywhere and prefers to use 
roadways with a more comfortable amount of separation from motor vehicle traffic.  
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Bicycle facilities can include any type of road, marked routes, shared lanes or off-road paths.  
There are different classifications of facilities, including: 
 

On-street bicycle facilities: Off-street bicycle facilities: 
• Shared roadways (wide curb lane, paved 

shoulders) 
• Shared use paths  

• Signed shared roadways • Bike trails 
• Bike lanes • Other designations 
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Signed Routes Signed bike routes are appropriate for any roadway that provides an important link to the 
bicycle network. These types of bike routes only need to be signed to be created. In addition to route 
identification, wayfinding signs should 
be used to provide directions and 
distances to specific destinations and 
route cyclists to streets with bicycle 
infrastructure.  By signing and marking 
the street prominently as a bike route, 
motorists are notified to share the 
roadway with bicyclists and 
encouraged to travel slowly. 
 
Shared Lanes  
Shared lanes, or “sharrows,” are 
road markings used to indicate a 
shared lane environment for 
bicycles and vehicles. Shared lanes 
are used on streets with a 
moderate level of traffic but not 
enough room for a separated bike 
lane. Shared lane markings help to 
reinforce the appropriateness of 
bicycle use on the street, 
recommend proper bicyclist and 
vehicle positioning, and may be configured to offer directional and wayfinding guidance.  
 
 
Bike Lanes  
Bike lanes are a portion of the roadway that is dedicated for the preferential use of bicycles, separated 
by striping, pavement markings, or signing.  On-street bike lanes are typically provided in the direction 
of travel.  The preferred width of a 
bike lane is 5 ft., although 4 ft. can 
be used along roadways with no 
curb or gutter. Bike lanes often can 
be created out of existing roadways 
without widening the roadway by 
narrowing travel lane widths, 
removing a travel lane, center turn 
lane, or restricting parking. 
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Buffered/Protected Bike Lanes 
A buffer protected bike lane provides marked buffer 
space on one or both sides of the bike lane to 
provide greater separation between bicyclists and 
passing motorists and/or on-street parking. 
Typically, a 2’ buffer is placed between the parking 
lane (if on-street parking is allowed) and the bike 
lane to encourage cyclists to ride outside of the door 
zone of parked cars, and a 2’ buffer between the 
motor vehicle travel lane and the bike lane to 
provide greater separation between cyclists and 
motorists.  Buffered lanes are used as an alternative 
to barrier protected bike lanes on streets that have a lot of driveways, alleys, and cross streets. Barrier 
protected bike lanes physically separate bicyclists from motor vehicle traffic through the use of on-
street parking, bollards, and/or raised curbs. 
 
Shared Use Paths  
Shared use paths are facilities physically separated 
from motorized vehicular traffic by an open space or 
barrier, either within a highway right-of-way or 
within an independent right-of-way.  These paths 
are commonly designed for two-way travel by 
pedestrians, bicycles, skaters, and runners.  The 
typical recommended width of a shared use path is 
10-feet, although can range from 8 to 12 feet. A 
one-direction path should be 6-feet wide. The 
AASHTO Guide notes that when two-way shared use 
paths are located immediately adjacent to a 
roadway, some operational problems are likely to 
occur.  This can include at intersection locations where motorists entering or crossing the roadway may 
not notice path users coming from the direction opposite of vehicular traffic, or at driveways where 
motor vehicles may be stopped and block the path.  Great care has to be taken in managing the 
operation of trail/roadway intersections to ensure safety, convenience and comfort are balanced. Trail 
users don't want to have to stop every few hundred yards at every driveway and intersection, especially 
where crossing traffic volumes are very small. Nor do designers want to set up dangerous conflicts 
between motor vehicle traffic and trail users by providing inadequate information and traffic control at 
intersections.  
 

B. Proposed Downtown Bike Routes  
The proposed bicycle network aims to create a safe and efficient system that connects residents, 
visitors, and commuters with key community destinations. The bicycle network proposed in this section 
includes off-street shared use paths, on-street facilities, signed bike routes, and shared lanes. While 
some of these proposals go beyond the boundaries of the Downtown TOD Plan, it is important to 
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understand the overall context of the area that connects to the downtown. The proposed bicycle 
network connecting to Downtown Bartlett is presented below. 

 
 
Proposed bicycle facilities: 
Shared-Use Paths 

• Bartlett Trail.  Continue Bartlett Trail north on Western Avenue to connect to the Metra station.  
The intersection of W. Bartlett Avenue and Western Avenue should initially be improved with 
signage and highly visible crossing markings.  A warrant study should be completed to determine 
the need for traffic control at this intersection. 

 
On-Street Bike Lanes 

• North Avenue, from Western Avenue to Lake Street 
• Main Street, from W. Bartlett Road to Stearns Road 
• Prospect Avenue, from North Avenue to Stearns Road 
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Marked Shared Lanes 
• Western Avenue, from North Avenue to Main Street 
• Hickory Avenue, from Oneida Avenue to Oak Avenue and then continuing on Oak Avenue to 

Lake Street 
• Railroad Avenue,  from Main Street to Berteau Avenue 
• Berteau Avenue, from Railroad Ave. to Devon Avenue 

 
Signed Routes 

• Oneida Avenue 
 

C. Signage/Wayfinding 
Signage serves bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists to identify where community facilities are. Signing 
the bicycle network encourages ridership and also raises users’ awareness and acceptance of bicycling. 
Map boards, way finding signs, and bicycle parking at strategic locations complement a bicycle friendly 
community and aids bicyclists to find local services, businesses, restaurants, recreational areas or other 
destinations. 

 
NORTH        
 Community Center & Library  1.1  
 Metra & Downtown   2.4  
  
WEST         
           James Pate Philip State Park  4.5  
 
SOUTH        
 West Branch Forest Preserve  2.2  
 Kline Creek Farm    7.4  
 
EAST         
 Mallard Lake Forest Preserve  3.6  
 Busse Woods    15.4      
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D. Bike Parking  
Bike parking in the downtown area was 
included as a Core Plan Element.  Two types 
of bike parking can be provided for both the 
short- and long-term parking needs.  Short-
term bike parking should be located near 
Downtown destinations to serve those who 
need parking for only a short time, such as 
for visiting shops or restaurants.  Short-term 
facilities should be scattered throughout 
Downtown to ensure that parking is 
available nearby. Bicycle parking should be 
placed out of the way of pedestrian travel. 
Bike parklets or corrals can be placed in 
unused on-street locations.  Covered parking 
could be considered as well. 
 
Long-term bike parking serves those who are 
leaving their bicycles for the majority of the 
day, such as employees or commuters. Long-
term parking should be in a secure location 
and preferably covered.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Implementation 
The Village recently established a Bicycle Committee. To implement a comprehensive and connected 
bike network in Bartlett, this Committee should complete a Village-Wide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan.  This 
plan would be an important tool to determine priorities and submit applications for possible funding. 


	Determining the suitability of a roadway as a bicycle facility and determine the “bicycle friendliness” of a roadway for the casual bike rider is an important decision.  One the most commonly used tools to determine roadway suitability is the Bicycle ...



